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The Coming of Christ 


We call the first four Sundays of the church year the Advent season. 
They prepare us for the coming of Christ into the world; for just 
as the world had to be prepared for his coming two thousand years 
ago by prophecies, symbols, and proper historical situation, so now 
there must be preparation of heart and mind if Christ is to come into 
men’s lives with his saving and sanctifying power. . . . § Advent 
breathes a spirit of anticipation. We are looking forward to Christmas 
when we celebrate the Savior’s coming into the world. We are re- 
minded also of Christ’s fuller and final coming into the world... . 
§ The church needs something of that spirit of anticipation, so that 
instead of expecting new catastrophies and crises at every turn or his- 
tory, it expects new manifestations of Christ’s mercy and power... . 
§ Advent enshrines the kind of joy that is based on simplicity, purity, 
charity and spirituality. That is what the glad hosannas, chanted by 
the people when Jesus entered Jerusalem, ought to teach us. 


Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple, set apart 

From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer, and love, and joy; 

So shall your Sovereign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. (Georg Weissel.) 


—Epwin C. Munson in Through the Year with Christ, 
just published by Augustana Press, Rock Island, Il. 











Letters to the Editors 





Debate on ‘Faith Healing” Is Continued 





Oursler Replies 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


PROFESSOR Wade H. Boggs, Jr., has 
been kind enough to send me a copy of 
his review (OvuTLOoK, Nov. 11) and I feel 
that he has done an excellent job of being 
fair and objective in presenting his opin- 
ions about my book. There are several 
places, however, where I feel there are 
minor errors in fact which should be cor- 
rected for the record. 

For example, Professor Boggs is in 
error in the statement that I try to con- 
vince the reader that there is no difference 
between Christian Science, Unity, Cathol- 
icism, Spritualism, snake handling, Oral 
Roberts and Judaism. He claims that I 
say their differences are unimportant 
when compared with the similarity of 
their basic Christian attitudes and results. 

This is a complete misstatement, both 
of what I wrote as a reporter and what 
I believe as an individual. In the para- 
graph to which he refers there is no men- 
tion of any of this wide range of activi- 
ties. I am discussing only the techniques 
employed in spiritual therapies within 
the Christian Church and I specifically 
refer in that paragraph to three Christian 
denominations only—Presbyterian, Chris- 
tian Science and Roman Catholicism. 

IN REGARD to snake handling, which 
the professor drops in gratuitously, I 
would like to point out, and I believe that 
your readers have a right to be informed, 
that I state specifically and unequivocally 
in a passage on pagan practices on page 
215 of my book: “Snake handling and 
snake worship is also a part of primitive 
folklore and pagan belief.” 

While I have no doubt that this was not 
included to mislead your readers I think 
a correction should be made. 

I think it is also unfair to accuse me 
of having failed to define my goal in this 
book. I have defined it very clearly in 
my preface. I have made a reportorial 
examination of a vast amount of material 
of which Professor Boggs’ book was cer- 
tainly a valuable source. I quoted from 
the professor’s book. His book certainly 
took a largely critical approach to the 
subject. I reported this and quoted from 
the book he wrote because I considered 
his opinions a real contribution. 

AS A REPORTER I also quoted from 
the other side where there are unsolved 
questions—as, for example, the reasons 
why some persons are healed and some 
are not in spiritual therapies—I raised 
the question and reported the answers as 
given by various faiths and individual 
ministers and priests. Professor Boggs 
states on this point that I content myself 
“with ‘reporting’ the various contradictory 
answers of the healers.” Why does Pro- 
fessor Boggs put quotes around that word 
“reporting”? Does he wish his reader to 
take the inference that there is something 
wrong with my reporting even where I 
am doing no more than listing answers as 
given by the healers? 

Again in his review Professor Boggs 
complains that instead of giving my own 
definition of spiritual healing I merely 
“report” various conflicting definitions. 
Again Professor Boggs puts this word 
“report” in quotes. 

I think that any fair approach to this 
would indicate that I did maintain an 


objective reporter’s attitude and that the 
very instances the Professor cites are 
proof thereof. It is equally true, and I 
fear that this may be the heart of the 
matter, that the facts themselves do pre- 
sent a strong case for the validity of 
spiritual healing. There is much that we 
do not certainly know and there is much 
against which we need to be on guard. 

FINALLY, the Professor raises a ques- 
tion which I feel I should have the right 
to answer. I quote from the last part of 
his review: “Or if he agrees that all heal- 
ing is from God, including cases where 
the best medical intelligence is employed, 
then wherein lies the religious superiority 
or distinctiveness of the so-called ‘spirit- 
ual’ healings?” Here I would like to 
reply. Throughout my book, as he knows, 
I have made no attack on medicine or 
doctors. Spiritual therapies, in the main, 
I have reported, appear to be an addition 
to the normal channels, not a substitute. 
But if the professor does not believe that 
a man can be healed by prayer, how does 
he explain the numerous cases, only some 
of which I cite in my book, of those per- 
sons who, having been told by doctors that 
they would die, turn to prayer and to 
God and received healing? I am sure that 
Professor Boggs does not mean to imply 
that he would not tell these individuals 
to pray, nor do I believe that he intends 
to intimate that God could not heal them 
even after medicine has failed. 


New York, N. Y. WILL OURSLER. 


Miami Convention Trouble 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


While at the Miami Men’s Convention I 
purchased, just outside the door, what I 
thought to be and what the man assured 
me were copies of The Convention Daily 
(OUTLOOK, Oct. 28, p. 2). They were all to 
be mailed to my address after the conven- 
tion. It sounded like a bargain to get all 
all five issues for 35¢, but I was assured 
that it would be that way. Consequently, 
I did not buy any of the papers in Miami, 
but signed up to have them sent to my 
pastor and myself. 

Now I find that instead of signing for 
that I merely bought the Miami Daily 
News. 

I know of several others who thought 
they had paid for something they didn’t 
get just as I did. 

I think the Better Business Bureau and 
the Chamber of Commerce in Miami 
should know of this. They might have 
cheated thousands of people the same way. 

If you have any of the Convention 
Dailies left, would you please send them? 
Idabel, Okla. GEORGE GOOLSBY. 


I had the pleasure of attending the 
Men’s Convention in Miami. At the en- 
trance of the Dinner Key Auditorium were 
some people selling newspapers. Because 
they gave me the impression that this 
concerned The Convention Daily I secured 
the copies covering those wonderful three 
days. 

This morning I received the news- 
papers, what appeared to be the Miami 
Daily News in which the completeness of 
news, events and speeches is quite de- 
batable. So here I am stuck with a few 
obsolete newspapers and without the want- 


ed information. 

I wonder if you can help me out and 
forward to me copies of the Convention 
Daily.... 

JAN HINNEN. 
Homestead, Fla. 


...I want to make a complaint. I paid 
for the Convention News to be sent by 
mail to friends and paid 35¢ for each per- 
son there in Miami. My friends have 
never received their copies and here it is 
one and a half months later. If you could 
publish them so fast there in Miami, it 
does look like you could get them in the 
mail sooner than this. I have heard of 
other men who did the same thing. What 


happened? Dan H. McCown. 
Wake Village, Texas. 


NOTE—Apparently what happened was 
that some people were taken for a ride. 
Despite many efforts to prevent this, it 
nevertheless seems to be true. For weeks 
before the convention opened we notified 
convention attendants of the way they 
could get “The Convention Daily.” They 
were placed is convenient locations at all 
exits in the convention hall. Then when 
it was learned that a number of people 
were placing their orders for a paper 
which they apparently did not intend to 
get, it was announced from the platform 
that the only place where “The Conven- 
tion Daily” could be ordered was at The 
Outlook booth on the mezzanine, and 
warnings about possible misunderstand- 
ings were carried in The Daily itself. 

The present diminishing supply: 40 
sets of these that will be provided while 
they last at 50¢ per set where payment 
accompanies order.—Publishers. 


For Union and Against 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Upon reflection it would seem that some 
churches believe in church union only if 
it serves their own selfish purposes. One 
such church sacked its minister and very 
rudely forced his resignation when he 
voted for union. Then it immediately call- 
ed a minister from another Presbyterian 
denomination because he didn’t “favor 
union.” 

One wonders where this church stands 
regarding the unity of the body of Christ. 
It seems on the surface that it believes in 
church union if it serves its own ends, 
even at the expense of robbing a sister 
communion of much needed ministers. 

Let’s face it—such groups are against 
union if it means more Christian race re- 
lations and for union if it means more 
communicants and enticing the ministers 
of other groups. 

A LoyAL SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN. 





Outlook Telephone 


Please change telephone listings for 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to: 


Milton 9-1371 
Elgin 3-5554 (night). 


Belhaven Radio Series 


Belhaven College in Jackson, Miss., 
has inaugurated a weekly recorded pro- 
gram of serious music over a network 
of 13 radio stations over the state. Called 
“The Voice of Belhaven,” the program 
is provided as a public service. Reactions 
to the series which began in November 
have been very favorable. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 





THE RECENTLY DEDICATED Laconia 
Community Church is the first new Pres- 
byterian church in New York City in 
15 years. It is located in the Edenwald 
Housing Project, one of the fastest grow- 
ing sections of the Bronx. ... A CAM- 
PAIGN is being launched to raise $100,000 
in this country for the Protestant Pavil- 
ion at the 1958 Brussels Worlds Fair. 
Protestants in other lands are contribut- 
ing to the estimated $235,000 cost. The 
pavilion will later become an ecumenical 
center... . J A CALL FOR Roman Catholic 
and Protestant intellectuals to bridge the 
gap existing between them was sounded 
recently by Georges H. Tavard, of the 
Assumption College faculty. He said 
bridges are possible because there are 
many common points between them. .. . 
Duke University has been granted 
$90,000 by the Lilly Endowment, Inc., of 
Indianapolis for research projects in the 
relationship between religion and _poli- 
tics. In addition to other features there 
will be several graduate fellowships in 
Political Science... . THE CONNECTICUT 
CouNCIL OF CHURCHES is entering its 
second century of cooperation by an- 
nouncing plans to erect a headquarters 
building on the campus of the Hartford 
Seminary Foundation. THE NEW 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (form- 
ing from the American, Evangelical and 
United Evangelical Churches) is expect- 
ed to begin functioning Jan. 1, 1961, 
with the first general convention in Oct., 
1962. . . . DEALING WITH questions of 
artificial respiration, Pope Pius XII re- 
cently told delegates to the International 
Congress of Anesthesiologists that phy- 
sicians may abandon further efforts at 
“reamination” when life is ebbing hope- 
lessly, or relatives ask them to desist, 
“in order to permit the patient, already 
virtually dead, to pass on in peace.”. . . 
PROTESTANT MINISTERS in the Green 
Bay, Wisc., area are receiving copies of 
the weekly newspaper of the Green Bay 
Roman Catholic Diocese as a result of 
a program sponsored by a group of stu- 
dents. Contributions are being sought so 
that a subscription may be provided for 
every minister in the area... . NorTH 
CaroOLInA Baptist CONVENTION will 
now require its General Board to review 
any 1958 “program for a government 
grant or any form of government aid” 
sought by any of its affiliated institutions 
or agencies. Approval by trustees of the 


They Said 
Behind the Times 


Sunday school teachers should be bet- 
ter informed on current theological think- 
ing. 

A great deal of religious thought ex- 
pressed in church schools today is pretty 
much behind the current theological pro- 
cession, but Christian educators are pre- 
paring lesson materials which give prom- 
ise of being theologically substantial. 

—ALBERT C. OvuTLER of the Perkins 

School of Theology. 


For the Little Men 

So many of our men of learning are 
not men of light. They seem to want to 
confuse the little man with their learn- 
ing by using obscure terms and abstract 
theological processes. 

I, for one, am for the gospel of sim- 
plicity, for the little book that the little 
man can understand rather than the 
proud and ponderous tome. 

—Methodist Bishop Huspert WELCH 

on his 95th birthday. 


United and USA Boards 
Plan Merged Program 


United and USA Presbyterian Boards 
of Foreign Missions have approved a 
joint budget of $11,366,000 for 1958. 

The joint budget of the two churches 
which are to be merged next May will 
provide for more than 1400 missionaries 
and fraternal workers serving with 
churches in 31 countries. It also pro- 
vides for buildings and property projects 
and for other commitments of a five-year 
advance program. 

At the recent meeting in New York 95 
missionaries and fraternal workers were 
commissioned. These will serve as evan- 
gelists, technicians, engineers, educators, 
doctors, nurses and specialists in litera- 
ture and church-industrial _ relations. 
They will serve in most cases under the 
administration of churches in the lands 
to which they are assigned, but they will 
be supported by American Presbyterians. 
Fifty-three of the new missionaries are 
completing a six-month orientation study 
that is required for long-term overseas 
workers. The others have been appointed 
for the short three-year term. 





institution and by the General Board 
must be secured. THE GEORGIA 
CouNcIL oF CHURCHEs has adopted a 
declaration on race relations which was 
recently issued by 80 white Atlanta Prot- 
estant clergymen (OUTLOOK, Nov. 11). 


Scotland “Bishops Report” 
Attracts Wide Attention 


So great is the interest in the so-called 
“Bishops Report,” the report on rela- 
tions between the Anglican and Presbyte- 
rian Churches, that every time the Inter- 
Church Committee meets, or the subject 
is raised there is keen interest and often 
controversy. Hence Dr. A. C. Craig’s 
speech to the Commission of Assembly 
was well received. 

Dr. Craig emphasized that years of 
study of the report would be needed in 
order to discern whether or not the Holy 
Spirit was summoning the church to new 
action, but he reassured any who might 
feel they were being rushed that no action 
in Inter-Church relations should be un- 
dertaken without having, as far as pos- 
sible, the whole church behind it. 

Dr. Craig then pointed out how his 
committee was carrying out the instruc- 
tions of the Assembly to further the study 
of the report. About 55,000 copies of the 
various editions have been sold, and there 
is now a cheap edition available. 

In the view of his committee the pres- 
ent study did not include official debate 
or voting in church courts and the com- 
mittee itself is not under obligation to 
submit its comments on the report to the 
Assembly of 1958. The Church of Eng- 
land does not intend to begin official con- 
sideration of the report until after the 
Lambeth Conference, July 1958 and he 
felt it would be unfortunate if the 
churches got out of step with each other 
in their dealings with it. 

Presbyterial correspondents for 56 out 
of 66 Scottish Presbyteries have already 
met and questioned the signatories. The 
Inter-Church Committee had themselves 
begun their own study through a consid- 
eration of a series of propositions re- 
garding the Church of Scotland: 

What it means to be an evangelical 
Church, of the Reformation and what ob- 
ligations it imposes; the Church of Scot- 
land’s freedom from any form of state 
control in matters spiritual and the vital 
necessity of maintaining that freedom; 
the claim that the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament is the highest office in the 
Church of Christ; the Church of Scot- 
land’s position regarding inter-com- 
munion with other churches; the final 
authority of the General Assembly, and 
the irreplaceable function of the Bar- 
rier Act in the Church of Scotland system 
of chutch government.—Church of Scot- 
land Press Bureau. 








Tennessee Council Hears 
About Mandate for Unity 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—Church 
members increasingly are accepting the 
idea that Christian unity is God’s man- 
date, and not man’s opinion, Dean J. 
Robert Nelson of the Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity Divinity School said here. 

He spoke at the seventh annual meet- 
ing of the Tennessee Council of 
Churches. 

The theologian told the group that the 
“astonishing” spread of councils of 
churches is promising evidence of the 


movement for Christian unity. There are 
more than 900 such councils in the 
United States, he said. 

The widespread trend toward Chris- 
tian unity, Dr. Nelson said, is shown 
by the fact that 38 denominations are 
carrying on official merger negotiations. 

The Council, in a resolution, com- 
mended Gov. Frank G. Clement and oth- 
er Tennessee officials for handling the 
state’s human relations problems in a 
Christian way. 

Another resolution asked that construc- 
tion of a $100,000 death house at the 
state penitentiary here be restudied in 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook), Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Donald 
F. Bobb, missionary to the Belgian Congo; 
C. R. Slider, managing editor of Presbyterian 
U. S., Board of Education. 


PRAYING FOR THE DEAD 


Boss: In the first place, I do not feel 
justified in stating that any specific act 
is a sin unless the Bible clearly states 
that it is. For example, we know from 
the Bible that it is a sin to kill, to hate, 
to steal, to covet, and to bear false witness 
against our neighbor. A sin is something 
which mars the image of God in our own 
lives or in that of our neighbor, or some- 
thing which destroys our fellowship with 
him. If praying for the dead does this, 
then it is a sin. But if it be prayer in 
the full sense of communion with God 
and the Church Invisible, can we say it 
is a sin? 

In the second place, I would say that, 
if the salvation of a soul is being sought, 
to pray for the dead does not do any 
good. It does not accomplish anything. 
The Christian doctrine of salvation states 
that each individual must determine 
whether or not he will accept Christ or 
reject him. It is up to him to make this 
decision and no one else can make it for 
him. If a person does allow God to enter 
his life through Christ in his lifetime, he 
belongs to him and nothing can possibly 
separate him from that infinite, insur- 
passable Love. Jesus said to one thief 
on the cross, “Today thou shalt be with 
me in Paradise’ which implies that he 
was with Christ whether in life or in 
death. But if a person does not have this 
great Person-experience inside of him 
before his death, nothing we can do can 
save him. Each individual must live his 
own life. 

MoperRATOR: It is interesting to note 
that the prohibition against praying for 
the dead in both the Larger Catechism 
and the Confession of Faith has this ex- 
planation: “This statement (We are not 
to pray for the dead) is based on the 


4 


absence of any command to pray for the 
dead, and of any example in the Scrip- 
tures of such prayer.” 


CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 


Is there any reference to the celebra- 
tion of Christmas in the Bible? If 
not, how did it develop? 

Stier: It must be admitted that the 
word Christmas is not to be found in 
our New Testament. We understand the 
meaning of Christmas as being the Mass 
of Christ, or Christ’s Mass, which means 
a service of worship of the Christ; and 
while the word Christmas does not occur 
in the New Testament, nevertheless we 
see in the early chapters of the gospels 
according to Matthew and Luke that the 
child was worshipped and his arrival on 
earth was celebrated by adoration and 
worship. Although the word doesn’t ap- 
pear, this was, in a sense, a sort of cele- 
bration of Christmas nonetheless. Along 
about the last half of the fourth century, 
or early in the fifth century, Christians 
wanted to celebrate the incarnation, or 
the coming of the Christ child; and these, 
therefore, thought to set a date for it. 
Several dates were then considered— 
March 25, which was the spring equinox 
when tradition said the universe had been 
created, also early in January (the 6th) 
and December 25. Since December 25, 
under the dating of the old calendars 
which preceded ours, was the time which 
was celebrated as the winter solstice 
when the sun began to regain its strength, 
and it was already a religious observance 
of many people, the early church fathers 
seemed to believe that if everyone else 
was celebrating the coming of the s-u-n 
it would be a good time also to celebrate 
the coming of God’s S-o-n. And since 
the last half of the fourth or early fifth 
century, Christians have celebrated 
Christmas as such. 

MopeERATOR: What they really did, I 
suppose, was take over a pagan celebra- 
tion and try to make a Christian celebra- 
tion out of it. Is that a fair statement? 

Stier: Yes, I think so. I think it 
succeeded toe. The whole world stops 
for this great religious festival. 


view of a movement in Tennessee to abol- 
ish capital punishment. 


New Efforts in Sweden 
For Women’s Ordination 


STOCKHOLM (RNS) — Parliamentary 
sources said a new bill to authorize the 
ordination of women as pastors will be 
introduced in the Riksdag next Spring. 

The sources said that, as there seems 
no doubt the measure will be passed, par- 
liamentary leaders are pressing for an 
extraordinary session of the State Lu- 
theran Church Convocation next summer 
to revise its recent decision against the 
ordination of women. 

The Convocation, holding its biennial 
sessions here in October, voted 62 to 36 
against such ordination. The action au- 
tomatically killed a pending government- 
sponsored bill permitting women to be 
ordained. The Convocation has the right 
to veto legislation on church matters. 

The parliamentary sources here said 
the Riksdag would pass the new measure 
whether or not the Convocation approved 
it. They added, however, that the ques- 
tion of abolishing the Convocation’s veto 
right would be shelved until the ultimate 
relationship between church and state is 
settled. 

Efforts are under way in parliament 
for an inquiry into the future of church- 
state relations. 

The Convocation’s vote against the 
ordination of women caused a stir 
throughout the country. Some churchmen 
voiced concern that many women might 
leave the church as a result of the vote. 

Archbishop Yngve Brilioth, Primate 
of the church, told the closing session of 
the Convocation: “We have reason to 
examine our consciences again and ask 
whether we have rightly interpreted the 
words of the gospel and correctly assessed 
the temper of the people amongst whom 
we have to serve.” 


Women Are Seen as 
“Playing” Church 


St. Louis, Mo. (RNs)—Too many 
American women are “just playing at 
being church women,” Mrs. Theodore O. 
Wedel of Washington, D.C., charged 
here. 

The president of United Church Wom- 
en told the quadrennial meeting of the 
Women’s Guild of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church: 


“All of us lead many lives—daughters, 
sisters, wives, mothers, business women, 
club women. Many of us are seriously 
torn by the conflicting demands of these 
lives. Is being a church woman one more 
role to play, adding confusion and strain? 

“American women have so much free- 
dom to choose—more than any women in 
any place or time. Unless being a church 
woman is the center and focus ef your 
life, giving it order and real freedom, 
you're not really a church woman. You're 
only playing at it.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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SCOTLAND NEWSLETTER 


Extension vs. Extinction 
By GEORGE G. CAMERON 


COTTISH churchmen who have 

some knowledge of the scale and ef- 
fectiveness of the building programs of 
American churches look upon the success 
of these efforts with admiration in which 
there is a considerable measure of envy. 
The problem facing the Scottish churches 
in that respect is a serious one, and we 
seem to have reached a stage where ex- 
ceptional efforts will be necessary if it is 
not to get completely out of hand. 

The need for new churches in Scotland 
is probably as great as that in the U.S.A., 
relative to population. 

The total population of Scotland is a 
little over five million. It has increased 
300,000 in the last quarter-century and 
by 750,000 in the last fifty years. Dur- 
ing that half-century the depopulation 
of the Highlands and Islands has been 
steadily proceeding, with a consequent 
concentration of population, and the 
growth of large suburban housing 
schemes around the big cities. Further- 
more, the decay of older houses, par- 
ticularly tenement buildings, in the large 
cities has necessitated the re-housing of 
a large proportion of the urban popula- 
tion. In more recent years there have 
been planned three completely new town- 
ships—at East Kilbride and Cumber- 
nauld, near Glasgow, and in the Fife 
coal-mining area at Glenrothes. In the 
last twenty five years the Church of Scot- 
land by a vigorous policy of readjust- 
ment, has reduced the number of charges 
in areas no longer so densely populated 
by about 710. But the work of Church 
Extension has rather lagged behind that 
of church extinction. 


Comparison 


For some years after the war the hous- 
ing problem in Scotland seemed to be 
neglected in favor of that in England; 
more recently there has been an accelera- 
tion of building here, and the churches 
are hard put to it to keep pace with the 
necessity for building new churches. In 
this, our efforts show up rather unfav- 
orably in comparison with those of our 
ancestors. 

When the industrial revolution created 
a similar problem, particularly in the 
west of Scotland, a church extension 
movement, initiated by Dr. Thomas Chal- 
mers, raised 300,000 pounds between the 
years 1834 and 1841. This enabled 220 
churches to be built in six years, repre- 
senting a 20% increase in the number 
of church buildings. Two years later 
came the Disruption, and the formation 
of the Free Church which, out of the 
voluntary givings of its members, built 





OUR Scotland correspondent, Mr. Cameron, 
is paster of St. John’s church, Dundee. 
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500 new churches in the course of one 
year. We look back now on that achieve- 
ment with amazement, not unmixed with 
shame that we are unable to produce 
anything comparable today. 

After the first world war, it was pos- 
sible for the Church of Scotland more or 
less to keep pace with the shift in pop- 
ulation, and to build new churches as 
they were required out of the annual in- 
come of the Home Mission Committee 
earmarked for that purpose. Towards the 
end of the second world war, when it 
became obvious that special means would 
be required to cope with the post-war 
problem, a special Church Extension 
Committee was set up at the instigation 
of the late Dr. John White, who presented 


a plan to the General Assembly appeal- 
ing to the Church of Scotland for the 
sum of one million pounds to be raised 
in ten years for the building of the num- 
ber of churches then estimated as being 
necessary. 


Rising Costs 

The response of the church to this 
appeal amounted only to about two-thirds 
of the required sum by the end of ten 
years. By this time building costs had 
risen so considerably, and the rehousing 
plans had been so extended, that a new 
plan was called for. Two years ago the 
General Assembly approved an appeal 
for a further one million pounds to be 
raised within a five-year period. The 
response to this has so far been a little 
more encouraging, but still falls con- 
siderably short of the 2,000 pounds re- 
quired per annum. Meanwhile the need 
for new churches is so great that plans 
have had to be approved and buildings 


FROM AN AIRLINES STEWARDESS TO 
A 10-YEAR-OLD FOOTBALL PLAYER 


NOTE—This letter was written by a 23-year-old airlines stewardess 


whose home is in Little Rock, Ark. 


It was sent to her 10-year-old 


brother when she heard that he had made his school football team 
and that some of his young friends had persuaded him to join in the 


chant: 
DEAR JOHNNY, 

I’m so proud of our football player 
that I could pop. I know you'll do well 
and I only wish I could be home to see 
you play. Now you try real hard and lis- 
ten carefully to all the instructions from 
the coach, and you’ll be real experienced 
and good when you get into high school. 

Johnny, Mother wrote me about the 
little chant, ‘“‘2-4-6-8. We don’t want to 
integrate.” Of that I’m not very proud. 
I remember last year when you were a 
year younger I asked you how you would 
feel about going to school with Negroes. 
You answered, “I don’t care. They’re all 
right.” You had the right idea then, and 
I’m sorry to hear that you have been in- 
fluenced by the prejudiced children that 
you run around with. You made up your 
own mind last year, and you’re certainly 
still capable of making decisions for 
yourself now. 

You're a very lucky boy to be born with 
blue eyes. But we’d love you just the same 
if your eyes were brown. You’d be the 
same inside. And the only difference in 
Negroes and us is skin color. They can- 
not help the color that God made them, 
just as we cannot help being made white, 
and Chinese cannot help being yellow. 
There is no difference inside. Negroes 
have the same capabilities. the same in- 
telligence, the same emctions and feelings 
and hunger and pain as we. Negro bovs 
grow up and pay taxes and fight and 
die for their country the same as white 
DOYS. «5s 


"2-4-6-8; We don’t want to integrate!”’ 


You, of course know, Johnny, that I 
am a true Southerner. I love the South 
and its people above any in the whole 
world. I have traveled quite a lot since 
I’ve been with the airlines, and I’ve never 
found a place or a group of people to 
beat it. I would defend the South in any 
argument over the Civil War. (I even 
have a Confederate flag up in my apart- 
ment.) But in this one thing (the way we 
treat our Negro population) some South- 
erners have been dead wrong and we 
should do all we can to correct these mis- 
takes. Southern people are warm and 
friendly and wonderful, but many of 
them are bogged down by tradition, by 
the attitudes and prejudices of their an- 
cestors. They believe Negroes are inferior 
because their fathers and grandfathers 
believed it. And that just doesn’t make 
sense, and you know that, Johnny. People 
before 1492 believed the earth was flat. 
Hitler and his buddies believed all Jew- 
ish people should be exterminated. You 
see how wrong you can be. God would 
not discriminate by favoring certain races 
over others. We are all His children— 
that we can't get away from. We're all 
going to have the same chances in 
Heaven, so why not on earth? 

Johnny, don’t ever treat a fellow hu- 
man being in such a way that you would 
not be proud for God to see you. 

I must write Mother and Daddy now, 
so I'l] sav goodbye. I love you very, very 
much. 

“JAN” 


o 








actually commenced for churches, al- 
though the income of the Church Ex- 
tension Committee at the moment makes 
this a matter of real financial risk. By 
the end of 1956 the gross debit balance 
carried by the committee had increased 
to nearly a half-million pounds. In 
effect, this means that the cost of one 
church a year is drained away in inter- 
est charges. 

The measure of the church’s response 
to the new appeal is that congregational 
contributions were up last year by more 
than 10,000 pounds, and that is a 10% 
increase over the previous year. Dona- 
tions and legacies however were down 
by about 9,000 pounds. 

The difficulties of the situation mean 
that the committee, and the presbyteries 
concerned, have to be content with a 
much more modest approach to the situ- 
ation than they would like to take. In 
some cases, where a church already exists 
in the area concerned, the need can be 
met by extending the existing accommo- 
dation or perhaps the provision of a hall. 
In such a case a sum of perhaps 8,000 
pounds ($22,400) is sufficient. In other 
cases the needs of the new congregation 
have to be met by the building of what is 
called a hall-church, at the cost of per- 
haps twenty five thousand pounds ($70,- 
000). The hall-church, as its name im- 
plies, is a building which can be used 
throughout the week as a hall, and by 
re-arrangement of the seating and fur- 
nishings as a place of worship on Sun- 
day. In a very few cases it is possible 
to build a church and hall accommoda- 
tion at the cost of forty to fifty thousand 
pounds ($112,000 to $140,000). Over 
a twelve-month period perhaps a dozen 
buildings of one or other of these three 
types will be erected. At the present 
moment seventeen buildings are under 
erection, comprising three suites of 
churches and halls, one church, eight 
hall-churches, four church halls, and one 
extension to the existing building. 

New congregations are required to 
repay one-fifth of the cost of their church, 
the whole of the cost of their manse, and 
in some cases half the cost of a hut-hall. 
The average repayment obligation is 
from 7,000 pounds to 10,000 pounds 
($19,600 to $28,000). It is a sign of 
the response made by people in the new 
housing areas, and of their appreciation 
of the church’s ministry, that this obliga- 
tion is bravely accepted, in some cases 
before building has begun. In many 
cases the repayment is made well in ad- 
vance of the expected time. The Gen- 
eral Assembly withholds the recognition 
of a congregation in full status until a 
tenth of the cost of its church has been 
repaid. Over 33,000 pounds was repaid 
in 1956 by congregations which know 
what their church means to them, and 
are proud to help in providing a church 
more speedily for others. 
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From the Beginning 

It is certainly in such areas that the 
church in Scotland today is most vital 
and adventurous. The important thing 
is that the church should be there right 
from the beginning, both for the sake 
of its own witness and ministry and for 
the sake of the people and the spirit 
in which they should begin to build a 
new community together. Where the 
church is early in the field it undoubtedly 
plays a key-role in creating a community- 
sense among families from all parts who 
find themselves grouped together in new 
houses amid new surroundings. That 
this is recognized by secular authorities 
is shown by the fact that the Housing 
Committee Convener of the Cumbernauld 
New Town Development Corporation, at 


USA Extension Loans 
Now Reach $3,500,000 


The Presbyterian, USA, Board of Na- 
tional Missions has extended loans total- 
ling $3,500,000 during the first ten 
months of this year for the construction 
of new churches. The program now be- 
ing followed calls for 75 new churches 
a year, but this year 79 new churches 
have been started and six more are ex- 
pected before the end of December. 

A recent meeting was held in Albu- 
querque, New Mexico, so that Board 
members could inspect mission activities 
in that area. They heard a report on 
plans to send a trailer-based missionary 
to the uranium mining development near 
Grant, New Mexico, where many people 
are living in trailers. 


Renewal of City Churches 
Urged by Gov. McKeldin 


BALTIMORE, Mp. (RNsS)—Gov. Theo- 
dore R. McKeldin of Maryland said here 
that “urban renewal” must include a re- 
invigoration of city churches. 

“Surely a renewal of the spirit is as 
important as a renewal of walls and 
roofs,” he told members of Rogers Me- 
morial Methodist church at its 70th an- 
niversary celebration. 

The governor said there are many ar- 
guments for the flight of churches to the 
suburbs “but I believe that arguments for 
retaining older churches in original 
neighborhoods are even stronger.”’ 

“It is not the function of the church to 
serve either property values or the con- 
venience of its members,” he said. 

“Its function is to provide spiritual 
strength and comfort to those who need 
it, and to discharge that function it 
should take its stand where the need is 
greatest, not where it is least.” 

Gov. McKeldin suggested that all de- 
nominations, perhaps through a commit- 
tee, jointly study the problems of down- 
town churches with the same attention 
given missionary work. 


a stage when this new town is hardly off 
the drawing board, has approached the 
Church of Scotland with an appeal 
that a new church should be put there, 
ready for use as soon as the new residents 
get their keys. With a gross debit bal- 
ance of over 400,000 pounds, the Church 
Extension Committee does not find it 
easy to respond to this request. But re- 
spond it must, in view of the terms in 
which the request was made: 

“We members of the Cumbernauld New 
Town Corporation offer a challenge to the 
church. In co-operation with Dunbarton 
County Council we shall play our part. 
We ask you to play yours. Do please give 
us a church in the next two years. Give 
us a keen young minister. Thus, those 
who come to live in the New Town will 
say, ‘It is good for us to be here.’” 


“Why should it be less our duty,” he 
asked, ‘‘as regards churches planted 
among our own people but that have been 
weakened by shifts of population?” 

With governments pushing hard for 
urban renewal, he said, “the church can- 
not risk being accused of neglecting to 
provide shelter for their souls.” 


President Urged to Call 
National Youth Leaders 


ASHEVILLE, N.C. (rNs)—President 
Eisenhower was urged by a group of stu- 
dents here to “call a national conference 
of high school youth concerned with mak- 
ing our schools a living example of 
democracy and brotherhood.” 

The plea was issued by students of 14 
high schools in Asheville and Buncombe 
County attending a Youth Institute on 
Human Relations. The institute was 
sponscred by the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews and the Greater 
Asheville Intergroup Youth Congress. 

The students said they were “saddened 
and disappointed when a few young 
people of our age group participated in 
acts of violence in their schools at the 
beginning of this school year.” They 
said such acts damage intergroup rela- 
tions in this country and aid America’s 
enemies abroad. 

The group suggested that a Committee 
on Friendly Relations be formed in each 
high school to strengthen mutual respect, 
cooperation and amity among all stu- 
dents. 

“We believe that the overwhelming 
majority of America’s youth wish to live 
by the American creed of fair play, equal 
opportunity and equality before the law,” 
the students said. 

“We believe that ‘the brotherhood of 
man under the Fatherhood of God’ is not 
a pious phrase but a commandment to 
be practiced daily, requiring that we 
judge each other on our individual merits 
rather than on distinctions of religion, 
creed, race or color. 
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“We believe that the law of the land 
must be obeyed by all without reserva- 
tion; and that existing laws considered 
undesirable can be changed only through 
lawful, democratic processes but not 
through acts of violence.” 


Congregational Committees 
Asked on Race Relations 


RALEIGH, N.C. (RNS)—Appointment 
of a race relations committee by every 
congregation was urged in a report pre- 
sented to the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention at its annual meeting here. 

The report said the aims of such a 
committee would be ‘to keep the congre- 
gation informed about problems related 
to race within the community and to ease 
potential areas of conflict by working 
with Negro leaders and providing oppor- 
tunities for mutual understanding.” 

The Convention’s Committee on Social 
Service and Civic Righteousness sub- 
mitted the report. It said that a “‘sizable 
minority’ of North Carolina Baptists 
“are ready to move forward toward a 
Christian solution” to the race problem. 

“Although most Baptist churches of 


North Carolina have avoided taking a | 


public stand on the controversial subject 
of race relations,” the committee said, 
“there is a widespread recognition of the 
fact that the problem cannot be evaded.” 

Many Baptist laymen “are insisting 
that the church dare not remain silent on 
the issue,” the committee added. 

The report also noted that “increas- 
ingly pastors have found themselves fac- 
ing dilemmas which involve a compro- 
mise of their personal integrity.” 

The committee reported an increasing 
amount of interracial cooperation among 
Baptists of the state. 

It said a growing number of Baptist 
churches are observing Brotherhood Sun- 
day. The report also cited the holding of 
interracial ministerial conferences in 
many communities and the convening of 


, 
9t4 an Jdea! 
BIBLE STUDY 

This seems to be a new or differ- 
ent Bible study technique. The pas- 
tor at Mainz-Kastel in Germany 
meets with a group each Friday 
night. In his case they are people 
whom he knows do not attend any 
Sunday Service. He tells them he 
intends to preach on a particular 
text. They all talk about what he 
can and should say. People who 
have watched it say that the entire 
group is thrown back to a crucial 
point of searching inquiry, but they 
warn that it should not be done 
without deliberately bringing to- 
gether a diverse group, with definite 
inclusion of an adequate quota of 
scoffers and the scornful. 
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interracial student meetings by a limited 
number of young people. 

C. O. Green, Lawndale, N.C., minis- 
ter, in an address to the meeting, said, 
“It’s time for us to wake up to the Chris- 
tian implications and responsibilities of 
this issue—to say nothing of the selfish 
implication of  self-preservation.” He 
pointed out that “more than two-thirds 





of the people in this world are colored.” 

“We've lived on the assumption that 
white people are just a little better than 
colored people” Mr. Green said. “We 


have felt through the years that if we’d 
just not notice the race question it would 
go away. Now people are in commotion 
and revolution all over our world and 
we're in the throes of it.” 
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EDITORIAL 
The JICU 


It will be profoundly gratifying to 
many persons that the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of World Missions has 
taken the final, official step to become 
identified with the Japan International 
Christian University. 

From the beginning of this project, 
following World War II, a considerable 
number of Southern Presbyterians could 
not understand the hesitancy of the Jap- 
an Mission or the Board in their rela- 
tions with this promising venture. Re- 
peated overtures to the General Assembly 
called for support of the JICU; full-scale 
debates on the issue marked more than 
one Assembly. The Board felt that it 
could not support it but it left the way 
open for individuals or groups to con- 
tribute as they wished. 

The final and successful phase of the 
effort may be said to have begun in the 
1955 Assembly when a layman, in the 
closing moments of the meeting, arose 
and introduced a resolution asking the 
Board and the Mission to take another 
look at the JICU. To the surprise of 
many, the Assembly approved the reso- 
lution. It had previously kept hands-off 
what it considered to be a Board-Mission 
prob'em. 

M:anwhile changing conditions had 
been noted in Japan both in the Univer- 
sity as it made remarkable progress in its 
first years and in the temper cf the Mis- 
sion in Japan. During the past two years 
these forces have become compelling and 
favorable steps were recommended from 
Japan, approved by the Board and efforts 
were made to have the meaning of the 
word “Evangelical” made a bit more def- 
inite, though many people considered this 
to have been implied all along. That no 
real change of purpose or conviction was 
required is evidenced by the ease with 
which approval cleared the JICU Foun- 
dation and the trustees in Japan but if 
the fears or suspicions of anvbody were 














dispelled then the step was doubtless 
worthwhile. 

When the formal reception is com- 
pleted, the Southern Presbyterian sup- 
port will be where many people think it 
should have been all the time. But, if it 
is a bit late, let us be grateful that it has 
at last been achieved. Other desirable 
goals will take longer to realize. 


Atlanta Climate 


Some people have been surprised that 
the stalwart statement issued by 80 white 
ministers of Atlanta should have been 
received so calmly in that city. In other 
localities far milder words have pro- 
duced greater reactions. 

It is quite possible that one of the 
major explanations of the result is to 
be found in the Atlanta newspapers and 
their influence over the city. They have, 
prepared the way for such a statement 
and they have supported it. 

In Richmond, Va., for instance, a 
similar statement appeared a year earlier. 
In some respects it was stronger and 
more pointed than the Atlanta declara- 
tion but that cannot explain the far dif- 
ferent reception it received. The Rich- 
mond papers met it head-on, opposing, 
undermining, seeking to discredit it in 
. counter-attack. In fact, they have done 
the same thing in regard to the Atlanta 
statement—poking holes in it, trving to 
show-up a bunch of impractical and vis- 
ionary parsons who don’t know enough 
to come in out of the rain. It is part of 
of a larger strategv, refusing to admit the 
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possibility of any respectable, wise or 
intelligent people—anybody of real 
standing—favoring such a course. 

The Atlanta ministers did well and 
they are to be commended. But so, also, 
are the Atlanta papers. 


* * * 


I BELIEVE in the beloved community 

and in the spirit that makes it beloved, 
and in the communion of all who are, in 
will and deed, its members. I see no such 
community as yet, but none the less my 
rule is: Act so as to hasten its coming. 
—JosIAH ROYCE. 





CHURCH MUSIC 


Three Easy Anthem 
Collections 
By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


The church music question which most 
frequently reaches the desk of this writer 
is “Please tell me some easy anthems 
which my volunteer choir can sing.” 
Within the last few months three fairly 
new collections of anthems in this cate- 
gory have come to my attention and I 
heartily recommend all of them. 

First, the Oxford University Press pub- 
lished on August 1, 1957 The Oxford 
Easy Anthem Book. Designed to fill the 
need for a volume of anthems which 
should be easy or of only moderate diffi- 
culty, these fifty anthems are clearly 
printed in a hard-back book costing 
$3.00. The volume was compiled in con- 
junction with the Committee on Public 
Worship and Aids to Devotion of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land. It contains anthems for voices in 
unison, and in two, three, and four parts. 
There are anthems for every season of 
the church year, and composers of all 
periods, from Palestrina to Vaughan Wil- 
liams, are represented in this volume. 

The second suggestion is the superb 
little Parish Choir Book ($1.25) pub- 
lished by Concordia Music Company 
and edited by Paul Thomas. This is a 
collection of solid church music of mod- 
erate difficulty which presents the text in 
a straightforward manner. 

The third collection is entitled An- 
thems for the Christian Year compiled 
and edited by Joachim Scharfenberg and 
Peter Waring. Published by C. C. Birch- 
ard, it sells for $2.25. The goal in com- 
piling this book was to make available 
texts and music of enduring quality but 
with the music within the capabilities of 
the average volunteer choir. The com- 
posers represented include such names as 
Boyce, Praetorius. Gibbons, Schutz, Has- 
sler, Purcell and Tallis. It is well edited 
and very legible. 

Any one of these three volumes would 
be a valuable addition to the church 
choir’s library. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





| 


~~ of by. 


na 


—- ct omer eee ee & oe ow aot ant ot a of ae ae ae 


or 
eal 


ind 
iso, 


ity 
ed, 
, in 
uch 


ing. 


nost 
riter 
ems 
ng.” 
irly 
‘ate- 


id I 


pub- 
ford 
| the 
hich 
liffi- 
arly 
sting 
con- 
ublic 
’ the 
Scot- 
es in 
arts. 
m of 
f all 
Wil- 


aperb 
pub- 
pany 
ps 
mod- 
ext in 


| An- 
ipiled 
g and 
Birch- 
com- 
ilable 
ty but 
ties of 

com- 
nes as 
. Has- 
edited 


would 
shurch 


‘LOOK 





Footnote to the study: “A Christian Church’ 


ARE WE AS CHRISTIAN AS 
THEY USED TO BE? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HERE CAN ALWAYS be an ar- 

gument over the early—that is, the 
New Testament—church. Was it a bet- 
ter church than ours, or not so good? 
On the one hand, it is practically certain 
that a present-day Christian, given a 
ticket on a time-machine back to the first 
church in Jerusalem, or Antioch or any- 
where else the Christian church was get- 
ting a foothold, would want that ticket 
to have a round-trip coupon. The kind 
of people he would be thrown with, the 
mere fact that so many of them were il- 
literate, the absence of Bibles as we have 
them, the sort of government the church 
had to get along with, the absence of any- 
thing like a Christian spirit outside the 
church, the general blindness of Chris- 
tians then to what we have come to real- 
ize are serious evils (the slave traffic, 
the oppression or suppression of women, 
for example); all this and more besides, 
would annoy or distress the time-traveler 
from the 20th century. 

Nevertheless, there are important as- 
pects of the church in which a compari- 
son of those days with these certainly 
does not show up our contemporary 
church in a favorable light. 

Perhaps we should distinguish first of 
all between ‘‘a Christian” and ‘“‘Chris- 
tian,” as applied to individuals and to 
the church. A person is either “a Chris- 
tian” or he is not. If he has sincerely 
accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior 
we must call him “a Christian.” The 
repentant thief at Calvary was a Chris- 
tian at the moment of death. But he was 
not very Christian, hardly Christian at 
all. A northbound train is northbound 
even when it is standing in the station 
without turning a wheel. But some north- 
bound trains go faster than others; the 
same train will be farther on its way at 
one time than another. 

A Christian is one who is rightly di- 
rected, oriented. But some Christians are 
farther along the way than others, they 
ride a straighter track, they go faster. 
Some Christians are, in short, more 
Christian than others. 

So the earliest church was a Christian 
church, and so is ours. But can we call 
one of these Christian churches more 
Christian than the other? We shall not 
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try to answer that question; only to ask 
a few. Let us compare the early church 
with our own, not our denomination so 
much as our own congregation. 


IRST OF ALL, a church is Christian 
in so far as it speaks of Christ, both 
by word and act. Since the name “Chris- 
tian” was at first a nickname given by 
people who were not Christians, there 
can be no doubt that the early church 
used the name of Christ so often that 
even outsiders could not miss it. Would 
a stranger in your church have to stick 
around quite a while before he heard 
anyone but the preacher mention Christ? 
If an outsider who had never read the 
Bible started coming to your church, and 
got pretty well acquainted with a num- 
ber of members; and if then he set out 
to read the New Testament, what would 
he think? Would he think—“Why, this 
story of Jesus makes me think of So and 
So that I know down at the church. In 
fact, come to think of it, all of them 
down there are more or less like this.” 
Or would he think—‘‘Well, this is odd. 
I’ve been around a church for some time, 
and I’ve never yet seen any one who 
could be said to resemble this portrait 
of Jesus.” 

How does your church compare with 
the earliest one? 

A church is Christian in so far as it— 
like Christ—has a true interest in people 
in trouble. We can boil that down a little. 
There are so many people and so many 
different kinds of trouble that no church 
can possibly look after, or even look into, 
all of it. We can propose a simpler test: 
Does the church take care of its own? 
The early church did. They pooled all 
the resources they had—and most were 
what we would call poor people—and 
they went to great lengths to make sure 
none of their members suffered want. 
How is it in your church? Is there a 
fund of any kind to be used for emer- 
gencies such as a hospital bill or tiding 
over someone who is out of work? 

Or consider the employees of your 


church. Your minister doubtless parti- 
cipates in the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
—he has to, and is glad to do so. But 
what about your “lay” employees? The 
Southern Presbyterian Church, for in- 
stance, has a going plan by which these 
lay workers—sextons, church secretaries, 
music directors, and many other kinds 
of helpers, may share in a pension plan 
like that of the ministers, like that in 
most businesses nowadays. At the Miami 
men’s convention it was announced that 
of 5,000 churches which could be ex- 
pected to take part in this plan, only 300 
have done so. 

This leaves 4700 congregations in this 
one branch of Presbyterianism that are 
doing little if anything for the security 
of their employees. The elders and the 
deacons and the minister and the rank 
and file of the members are probably 
in some kind of pension plan, but is it 
right that when a person comes to work 
for a church, he has to abandon hope 
that they will set aside anything for his 
old age but maybe a gold watch? And 
a gold watch rarely will buy a year’s 
groceries. Do we take care of our own? 


CHURCH is Christian in so far 
as it draws no limits for its mem- 

bers but faith. It is a true church if 
(among other qualities) it is a “house of 
prayer for all peoples” and not one class 
or salary bracket or race only. If my 
church is one where an applicant for 
membership might be shut out, or dis- 
couraged, not for lack of faith or good- 
will, but for lack of the right color of 
skin, degree of education, or clothes to 
wear, then there is reasonable doubt that 
my church is very Christian after all. 

A church is Christian in so far as it 
produces a Barnabas now and then. You 
can’t get a church-full of Barnabases; 
but you have a right to look for one 
once in a while. How long is it since 
your congregation has produced a mis- 
sionary? Does your church get out and 
look for young people in it who have 
the makings of a missionary, does it lay 
hands on them as the early church did 
with Barnabas, and send them out? 

The reader is invited to think of other 
questions, other tests by means of which 
any church or congregation can look at 
itself in honesty and frankness. We are 
a Christian church—we are certainly not 
a Bahai temple or a Muslim mosque; 
but how Christian are we? 
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Mormon Teachings to 
Get N. Z. Publicity 


CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z. (RNS) — The 
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has 
instructed its committee on doctrine to 
prepare immediately a statement defining 
the church’s attitude in regard to Amer- 
ican Mormon missionaries in this coun- 
try. 


A resolution adopted by the General 
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Assembly here said the statement should 
‘set forth in simple terms the issues at 
stake for the guidance of Presbyterians 
confronted by Mormon missionaries, and 
state the mind of the Church.” 

Duncan M. Jamieson told the Assem- 
bly that many young Mormon mission- 
aries are being seen in New Zealand. He 
said they were “very active in the North 
Island, and their influence will grow 
with the opening of their big new temple 
at Hamilton.” 

A lay delegate told the Assembly he 
had heard that the Mormon Church was 
planning to send 500 missionaries to 
New Zealand soon, half of whom would 
be pre-trained in the Maori language. 
Maori is the language of New Zealand’s 
native people. 

A 1951 report said there were 100 
American Mormon missionaries active in 
New Zealand. It said Mormon adherents 
numbered 13,000, most of them Maoris. 


Anglican Group Favors 
Report on Homosexuals 


LONDON (RNS)—The Church of Eng- 
land Assembly—by a narrow margin of 
155 to 138 votes—approved in principle 
proposals to make homosexual conduct 
between consenting adults no longer a 
criminal offense. 

The proposals were made by a govern- 
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ment committee headed by Sir John Wol- 
fenden, vice-chancellor of Reading Uni- 
versity. 

The assembly’s endorsement came after 
an unusually stormy debate. It is believed 
to have greatly strengthened chances for 
the Wolfenden recommendation to be- 
come law. 

Strong support for the recommendation 
came from Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who told the 
assembly that while homosexuality vio- 
lates manhood it is unjust to make the 
homosexual a criminal. 

He argued that it is unfair to brand 
such a person as a criminal “while the 
man who breaks up a home by adultery, 
or by habitually seeking his own indul- 
gence by fornication, is regarded as still 
a respectable man of seciety, guilty of 
no offense.” 

The Wolfenden committee also made 
far-reaching proposals for the control of 
prostitution in Britain. These proposals, 
however, were not considered at the 
Church Assembly meeting. 


USA Representatives 
In the Camerouns 


American Presbyterians attending the 
ceremonies related to the formation of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in French Cameroun, West Afri- 
ca, include Eugene Carson Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly; two Foreign Board represen- 
tatives: Ralph T. Haas and Rodney A. 
Sundberg; Albert I. Good, former mis- 
sionary in the Cameroun; Dorothy Fos- 
ter, West Central Area Secretary for 
Women’s Work of the Board of National 
Missions. 

Miss Foster, whose office is in Kansas 
City, took an engraved communion plate 
from the USA Presbyterian women to the 
new church in the Cameroun. Following 
the organization of the new Assembly, 
she will visit Presbyterian educational, 
evangelistic and medical institutions be- 
fore returning via the Near East. 
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20-DAY BOOK SALE 





Just in Time for Christmas 


We need the room. So this is your opportunity. Buy at drastic reductions in price. Many perfect gifts 
for Christmas, birthdays, anniversaries are included. Also: for class and group awards or for your own 
home or church library. All books are for adults unless specified. *Recommended gift items. 


AT 16c EACH 


(or 10 for $1) 

1. BIG FAMILY.* Brief stories for children, ages 5-10. 
(Westminster, 51 pp., published at 35¢). 

2. GOD AND THE NATIONS. Paul Pcling, editor. (Double- 
day, $1, paper; 128 pp.) Chapters by Harry R. Rudin, Vera 
Michels Dean, Walter W. Van Kirk, Jas. P. Warburg, and 
Pitirim A. Sorokin. 


AT 25c EACH 


(or 5 for $1) 

3. KAGAWA. By Wm. Axling. (Harper’s; 195 pp., 75¢, 
paper.) This man will stir you. 

4. RELIGION AND THE ISSUES OF LIFE. Eugene W. Ly- 
man. ($1.00; 140 pp.) A Hazen Foundation book. 

5. TOWARD THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND. A highly 
significant book for reading, for study, for action. Classes do 
well to use it for an elective unit. 

6. STORIES | LIKE TO TELL. Arthur Godfrey. 

7. THE SAINT IN THE WINDOW AND THE SAINT IN 
THE HOUSE,* by Kenneth J. Foreman. Christmas fclder. 
25¢; or 20 or more, 15¢ each; 100 or more, 10¢ each... 
for 20 days only. 


AT 35c EACH 


(or 3 for $1) 

8. THAT ALL MAY BE ONE. Lesslie Newbigin. ($1.50; 
127 pp.) 

9. QUEST FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY. Robt. S. Bilheimer. 
($2.50; 181 pp.) Valuable reference. 

10. THE UNFINISHED REFORMATION. Charles Clayton 
Morrison. (Harper’s, 236 pp., $3.00). These were the Hoover 
Lectures on Christian Unity. 

11. COLLEGE TEACHING AND CHRISTIAN VALUES. Edited 
by Paul M. Limbert. ($2.75; 187 pp). A challenge to future 
teachers. An important book. 

12. A CATHOLIC SPEAKS HIS MIND ON AMERICA’S RE- 
LIGIOUS CONFLICT. By Thomas Sugrue. (Harper’s, $1.00, 
64 pp.) Roman Catholic authorities didn’t like this, but 
others did. 

13. MARGARET O’BRIEN’S GAME BOOK. 


AT 50c EACH 


14. A FAITH FOR TOUGH TIMES.* Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
(Harper’s, $1.75, 128 pp.). A choice item. 

15. MUSIC SECTION OF THE WORLD’S GREAT MADON- 
NAS.* By Maus and Fielding. (Harper’s, $1.50, 90 pp.) 


AT 66c EACH 


(or any 4 for $2) 
16. DESIGN FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING.* Sermons by Hugh 
T. Kerr. (Westminster, published at $2.50; 157 pp.) 
17. RECREATION FOR THE AGING.* Arthur M. Williams. 
($3.00; 192 pp.) A practical planning guide. 
18. TOWARD SPIRITUAL SECURITY.* Wesner Fallaw. 
(Westminster, $3.00; 192 pp.) 
19. LIFE’S MEANING.* Henry P. Van Dusen. ($2.50; 244 


pp.) 

20. FAMILY PROBLEMS HANDBOOK.* Arnold W. Holmes. 
($2.00, paper; 191 pp.) 

21. POSITIVE PROTESTANTISM.* Hugh T. Kerr, Jr. 
(Westminster, $2.50; 147 pp.) 

22. THE BIBLICAL FAITH AND CHRISTIAN FREEDOM.* 
Edwin Lewis. (Westminster, $3.50; 224 pp.) 


AT 75c EACH 


(or 10 for $6) 
23. WHAT IS GOD LIKE?* By Robbie Trent. (Harper’s, 
$2.00, 63 pp.) Illustrations by Josephine Haskell. This 
noted author of 13 books dealing with children and religion 
helps answer a child’s questions about nature, men and their 
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Order by mail. Your satisfaction guaranteed. Return in 
10 days for refund if nct 100% satisfied. Minimum order, 
$2. Postage paid where payment accompanies order. No tax. 





purpose, and God. In poetic form. On each page, a Bible 
verse to sum up the discussion. 


AT 99c EACH 


(or 3 for $2.50) 
24. THE FAMILY SCRAPBOOK.* G. Ernest Osborne. (Pub- 
lished at $3.95; 457 pp.) Deals with helping children to 
grow, discipline ‘‘Dad and the Family,’’ ‘Living and Work- 
ing Together,’ ‘‘Family-Centered Activities,’’ ‘‘Home Crafts” 
and on and on. Author is field consultant on parent educa- 
tion for National Congress of P-TA; syndicated columnist, 
etc. 
25. WILLIAM TEMPLE’S TEACHING.* A. E. Baker, Ed. 
(Westminster, $3.00; 202 pp.) A rewarding work. 
26. GOLDEN BOOK OF IMMORTALITY.* (Association 
Press, 232 pp., including index, $2.50) A choice ccllection 
of inspiring statements by notable Christian leaders. A Re- 
ligious Book Club Selection, 1954. 
27. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, by E. F. Scott (S. 
C. M. publication). 
28. AS | REMEMBER.* Autobigraphy of Edgar J. Good- 
speed. (Harper’s, $3.50, 315 pp). The fascinating story of 
a remarkable life. 
29. TRADITION, FREEDOM, AND THE SPIRIT* By Daniel 
Jenkins. (Westminster, $3, 195 pp.) 


AT $1.25 EACH 


30. HAZEN CLASSICS,* boxed as a perfect gift. Six bcoks 
sold as one; 2 volumes. ($3.75; 390 pp.) God, Walter M. 
Horton; Jesus, Mary Ely Lyman; What Is Man?, Robt. L. 
Calhoun; Religious Living, Georgia Harkness; Prayer and 
Worship, Douglas Steere; Christians in an Un-Christian So- 
ciety, E. F. Tittle. This is unqualifiedly recommended for you 
and for gifts. For 20 days only. . . Just $1.25 per set. 

31. TEEN-AGE SURPRISE PACKAGE.* TWO books worth 
as much as $1.50 each. Choice titles. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. A $3 value for only $1.25. 

32. THE PROTESTANT CREDO.* Edited by Vergilius Ferm. 
(Philosophical Library, $5.00) 

33. POT-LUCK SURPRISE PACKAGE. THREE adult books, 
unlisted, in small quantity, for only $1.25. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 3 for $1.25. 


AT $12.00 EACH 


Ideal gift for Teachers, Ministers, Libraries. 
34. RSV Concordance,* $16.50 value for only $12.00 (20 
days only) 
35. Nelson’s Atlas of the Bible* (Grollenberg, Albright, Row- 
ley). List price $15. Only $12 for 20 days only. 
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Costs of Living 


rose 13 straight months 


for them... also 


Latest figures show that the costs for living went up for 13 
months in a row—consider this, as it relates to retired min- 
isters and their dependents whose income was planned years 
ago, and has remained the same. If these aged people are 
going to have enough to live on in 1958 their incomes must 
be supplemented. Let’s make the JOY GIFT this year the 


largest ever. 
Give Generously to 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 
341-C-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 


Chas. J. Currie, Exec. Sec. 








Proposed: Two-Month 
Moratorium on Meetings 


BRIGHTON, MicH. (RNS)—A confer- 
ence of Protestant Episcopal laymen and 
women here preposed that some parishes 
declare a two-month moratorium on 
meetings and give that time to serious 
thought and discussion of the ministry of 
the laity. 

A major part of the meeting was de- 
voted to exploring what the Bible and 
the Christian faith proclaim about the 
laity’s vocation. The participants found 
that a vital lay ministry, exercised 
through each individual’s secular voca- 
tion, is necessary if the church is to ful- 
fill its nature. They agreed that this lay 
ministry must not be limited to assisting 
the clergy or working within the institu- 
tional church. 

Concern was expressed by the group 
over the structure and organization of 
present-day church life. The delegates 
deplored too many meetings, preoccupa- 
tion with “keeping the wheels turning,” 
and the lack of clear teaching and think- 
ing about the church’s task and the lay- 
man’s role in it. 

The group also stressed the need for 
a closer working relationship between 
churchmen and women. They suggested 
that women might be invited to share 
in the present national Laymen’s Train- 
ing Course and that men might share in 
the United Thank Offering of the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary. 

Further experimentation was urged in 
combining separate parish organizations 
for men and for women. The group 
heartily approved a plea from one dele- 
gate that women be removed from “sec- 
ond-class citizenship” in the church. 


Presbyterian Indian Chief 
In Oklahoma Hall of Fame 


A Presbyterian minister and mission- 
ary, Allen Wright, chief of the Choctaw 
Indians 1866-70, has been honored in 
the unveiling of a bust in the National 
Hall of Fame for Famous American In- 
dians, Anadarko, Okla. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Wright dur- 
ing conferences resulting in the Choctaw 
treaty of 1866, the Indian territory was 
named Oklahoma, or “Red People.” 

Mr. Wright went to Oklahoma from 
Mississippi over the “trail of tears” 
which made by Indians who had been 
uprooted from their homes in eastern 
states. His original name of Kaliahote 
was changed to Wright in honor of Al- 
fred Wright, a missionary who founded 
the Wheelock church for the Choctaws in 
1832. 

Allen Wright was a graduate of Union 
College in Schenectady, N. Y., and 
Union Seminary in New York City. 

>. <é 
THE BEST politics is right action— 
GANDHI. 
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The Wonder of the Incarnation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 22, 1957 
Philippians 2:1-11 


It is appropriate that for the Christmas 
season we should study a passage which 
brings before us the wonder of the In- 
carnation. Significantly the passage is 
brought in by Paul to support his plea 
for genuine brotherhood in the church. 
The church in Philippi was facing op- 
position that threatened its very existence 
(1:27-28) and was weakened by its divi- 
sions. The situation today is not dis- 
similar. The opposition today is on a 
broader scale. It comes particularly from 
world Communism which is determined 
to use the church for its own ends or 
destroy it. And once more the church is 
divided, not only by nation and race 
and class, by differences in government 
and creed, but within congregations, 
within denominations by differences over 
issues which we must face as Christians, 
and as Americans. It is well therefore 
that during this Christmas season we 
should consider Paul’s plea for a com- 
mon mind in the light of the incarnation. 

In 1:27 Paul pleads with the Philip- 
pian Christians: 

“Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I may 
hear of you that you stand firm in one 
spirit, with one mind, striving side by 
side for the faith of the gospel, and not 
frightened by your opponents. .. .” 

In 2:1-2 he continues his plea, but 
strikes a deeper note: “So” (Rsv) or 
“therefore” (KJV), in view that is of my 
desire that you should stand fast and 
work harmoniously, in face of opposition, 
in the cause of the gospel, “if there is 
any encouragement in Christ... .” In 
the KJv the phrase reads, “If there be 
any consolation in Christ.” The word 
in the Greek is paraclesis, coming from 
two Greek words meaning to call to the 
side of, used also to describe the work of 
the Holy Spirit, as one on whom we can 
always call for aid and support. The 
phrase really means therefore, “If there 
is any aid or support in Christ”—as of 
course there is. Paul means here, “You 
must not say that the effort required is 
beyond you, for you have the strength 
of Christ to fall back upon” (Interpre- 
ter’s Bible). 

“Tf,” he adds, “there is any incentive 
of love”—that is, if Christ’s love is any 
incentive to you, or if your love to Christ 
is any incentive to action. “If there is 
any participation in the Spirit’”—that is, 
if you have any share in the Spirit which 
Christ bestows upon those who really 
belong to him. “If there is any affection 
and sympathy.” Perhaps he means, if you 
have any affection for Christ, any sym- 
pathy for his cause. Or he may mean if 
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you have any affection or sympathy for 
me (Paul) or for your fellow-Christians. 

If your Christian experience, your 
Christian fellowship has meant anything 
to you at all, he seems to say, ‘“Complete 
my joy... .” 

Paul had found more joy in his Phi- 
lippian converts than in any others he 
he had ever made. But his joy could not 
be complete so long as the congregation 
itself was not united in the bonds of 
Christian affection. Why, he does not 
say, but we can imagine. Jesus had said, 
“By this shall all men know that you 
are my disciples, that you love one an- 
other.” The witness of the Philippians 
then was ineffective, so long as their 
fellowship was incomplete. 

“Complete my joy,” said Paul, “by be- 
ing of the same mind, have the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.” 
Did Paul mean that they should all have 
the same opinions on every question of 
creed or conduct? If he did, he was ex- 
pecting the impossible and something 
which is actually undesirable. It is not 
possible to find any group—a family, a 
gathering of friends, a congregation or 
a community—that has absolute unanim- 
ity of opinion on all subjects. And if 
such unanimity were achieved it would 
be bought at the expense of originality, 
variety, progress and life. The apostle 
is concerned to produce among the Phi- 
lippians, not a uniformity in belief and 
opinion, but rather a unity of spirit and 
sentiment. And that is made plain in 
the verses which follow in which he 
elaborates on his original plea. 


The Mind of Christ 

“Do nothing from selfishness.” In the 
King James version this word is trans- 
latede “strife,” referring to the strife or 
contention or rivalry between various 
parties or factions within the church. The 
phrase may mean that we are to do noth- 
ing for private ends, as Moffatt trans- 
lates it; or, on the other hand, that we 
are to do nothing for party ends. No 
doubt both ideas are included. We are 
not to seek our own selfish interests, nor 
should we be concerned primarily for 
the advantage of a party. The interests 
of a section of the community should 
never be allowed to override the inter- 
ests of the community as a whole. How 
different would the history of the church 
be if this injunction were always heeded. 
One of the most difficult things for even 
a devout Christian to do is to seek first 
(above all personal interest; above all 
party interest) God’s Kingdom and his 
righteousness. 

“Do nothing,” says Paul, “from self- 


ishness or conceit.”” No one of us would 
ever admit that he acted or spoke from 
motives of conceit; but it is not difficult 
for us to detect, or to think that we de- 
tect it in others. Ask the young people 
who serve at our summer conference 
grounds if they observe any evidences of 
conceit in the throngs of picked dele- 
gates who attend our various conferences; 
any desire for special consideration; any 
insistence on special recognition. Some 
of them find the experience rather disil- 
lusioning—so they have told me. Per- 
sonal conceit has a way of appearing in 
the most unlikely places. If fellowship 
is to be maintained there must be another 
sort of spirit. “‘In humility, count others 
better than yourself.” Paul is not plead- 
ing for a false or unworthy estimate of 
one’s own ability. He means that every- 
one should realize that in some respects, 
at least, he is surpassed by others; no 
one who understands this, who has a 
proper estimate of himself in relation 
to others, can ever become vain. Paul is 
pleading for humility and unselfishness 
—Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.” In verses 3 and 4 Paul is trying 
to describe the common mind which ought 
to possess the Christian community; it is 
not identical opinions for which he 
pleads, but an identical attitude, humble 
rather than vain, loving rather than self- 
ish. 

He illustrates it more exactly and more 
happily in vs. 5. What is this common 
mind which Christians are to seek? It 
is the mind of Christ. “‘Complete my joy 
by being of the same mind,” he writes 
in 2:2 and then in 2:5 he explains what 
he means: “Have this mind among your- 
selves, which you have in Christ Jesus, 
who though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped.” Here begins Paul’s won- 
derful passage on the incarnation. Be- 
fore the incarnation Christ Jesus was in 
the form of God. The Greek word here 
used for “being” (KJv) and “was” (Rsv) 
is a philosophical word which denotes 
the underlying nature as opposed to 
chance variation. “Something which we 
call humanity is inherent in men, but 
Christ, in his fundamental attributes, 
was divine” (Interpreter’s Bible). This 
idea is emphasized again in the word 
used for form. In the Greek are two 
words for form; one applies to mere 
shape and appearance, as when a cloud 
takes on the form of a mountain; the 
other suggests that the form of the object 
is the expression of what it really is. 
The reality discloses itself in the form. 
It is this second word that Paul uses. 
Jesus Christ existed in the form of God 
—he possessed, in other words, the very 
essence of deity. 


Who Humbled Himself 
But he “did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped” (Rsv). Ernest 
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F. Scott, writing in the I/nterpreter’s 
Bible, thinks that Paul means that Christ, 
who was divine in his essence, did not at- 
tempt to seize for his own the glory which 
belonged to God. More generally and 
more naturally, however, it is understood 
to mean that Christ, existing in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God 
something to be held on to, but instead 
emptied himself. 

Emptied himself of what? How? Does 
it mean that he stripped himself entirely 
of his divine nature? Certainly not that. 
Such an idea is not only inconceivable, 
but contrary to the rest of Scripture. Does 
it mean then that he surrendered many 
of his divine attributes (omniscience, 
omnipotence, omnipresence, for example) 
that he might become truly a man. Some 
have so held. Or does it mean, as Dr. 
Scott holds, that he abdicated his divine 
rank in becoming man? Lightfoot says: 
“He divested himself, not of his divine 
nature, for this was impossible, but of 
the glories, the prerogatives of Deity.” 

He emptied himself, Paul explains, by 
taking the form of a servant. Paul uses 
here the same Greek word for “‘form” as 
before. “Christ did not merely disguise 
himself as a servant but became one, ex- 
pressing in his action and appearance 
what he had become in fact.” But if 
Christ did not, ceuld not, divest himself 
of his divine nature in becoming man, 
we have in the historic Jesus of Nazareth, 
according to the Bible statement, two 
natures—human and divine. As the Cate- 
chism defines it: “The only redeemer 
of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, being ‘the eternal Son of Ged, be- 
came man, and so was, and continueth 
to be God and man, in distinct 
natures, and one person, forever.” The 
Jesus, then, who was born in Bethlehem 
on the first Christmas Day, is not sim- 
ply God, not God disguised as a man, 
but God and man. 


two 


Such a miracle, some 
may say, is beyond our comprehension. 
Of course. That is the wonder of the 
incarnation. Quite naturally Paul’s state- 
ment, and others like it, raised questions 
with which the church had to wrestle, 
and with which it still wrestles. But it 
has remained convinced that in Jesus 
Christ we have both a complete divine 
nature and a complete human nature, 
that he is not God alone, or man alone, 
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but God and man. Many can only re- 
peat: 
“IT know not how that Bethlehem’s Babe 
Could in the Godhead be: 
I only know the Manger Child 
Has brought God’s life to me.” 
HARRY WEBB FARRINGTON. 


“Being found in human form. 
Here Paul uses the second Greek word 
for form which denotes shape and ap- 
pearance, perhaps, as Dr. Scott suggests, 
because he puts himself at the point of 
view of those who behold Jesus as he 
lived on earth. The mystery of his being 
was hid from them. They saw him as a 
man such as they were, and treated him 
with scorn and hatred, never guessing 
who he was. So Jesus “humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death on a cross.”” The humiliation of 
Christ did not end with the incarnation; 
it carried him on the way to the cross. 
But that was not the end. ‘Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and _ be- 
stowed on him the name which is above 
every name.’ Not merely above all hu- 
man names, but above every name. Name 
here denotes office, rank, dignity. The 
name which has been given him, the 
name which is above every name, is that 
of Lord (vs. 11). The word, Lord, was 
used in the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament to translate the Hebrew 
name for God; it was also used as a 
term for deity in the popular mystery 
religions of the day. Paul uses it in the 
Old Testament sense. Every knee will 
ultimately bow, every tongue will ulti- 
mately confess that Jesus is divine Lord, 
that Jesus, the Son, is God to the glory 
of God, the Father. 


Our Mind 


It is difficult for us to realize that 
Paul penned this great pean of praise 
not to set forth the mystery of the in- 
carnation, but that he might describe 
the mind which was in Christ, and the 
mind which we should have among our- 
selves. 

‘Have this mind among yourSelves 
which you have in Christ Jesus. . . .” 

At first thought this seems quite im- 
possible. Jesus existed in the form of 
God. Though he emptied himself, though 
he was crucified and buried, yet God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name which is above every name, that 
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at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Christ was pre-existent, sinless, 
exalted—how can we ordinary human be- 
ings hope to have within us the mind of 
Christ ? 

As we study the passage it is clear 
that Paul is not concerned with the ex- 
tent or quantity or range of Christ’s 
mind, but with its quality. It is not the 
content of Jesus’ mind that he proposes, 
but the kind of mind that Jesus had, the 
kind of mind exhibited in the passage 
before us. What then was the nature of 
Jesus’ mind ? 

First, it was unselfish (‘the counted 
not the being on an equality with God 
a thing to be grasped but emptied him- 
self, taking the form of a servant’); 
second, it was humble (“he humbled 
himself’); and third, it was obedient 
(“obedient unto death, yea, the death 
of the cross’). We know what it means 
to be unselfish; we know what it means 
to be obedient to God’s will. But what 
dces it mean to be humble? It does not 
mean to cultivate a sense of inadequacy 

that is paralysis; it does not mean to 
shut our eyes to facts in ourselves or oth- 
ers—that is mere blindness; it does not 
mean to seek obscurity—that may be 
cowardice or avoidance of duty, it means 
to do anything for anybody else that 
needs to be done without thought of self 
(as Jesus did when he washed the dis- 
ciples’ feet). 

That is the mind which we are to cul- 
tivate in the church. And if we did come 
to share in this mind of Christ, differ- 
ences of opinion on this subject or that, 
differences in race or class. would never 
destroy our fellowship in Christ. 

Fellowship with other Christians is 
essential for Christian growth. Could it 
be that lack of fellowship has stunted 
our growth as individuals, as a congre- 
gation, as a denomination? Could this 
be a part of the reason why we do not 
have more of the radiance of the Chris- 
tian life, more of the peace that is avail- 
able to us in Christ? Could that explain 
in part why the witness of the church 


is not more effective throughout the 
world ? 
What can we do to have more of 


Christ’s mind among ourselves—not only 
on Christmas Day, but through the year? 
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BOOK NOTES 


Of Special Interest 


YOUTH AT PRAYER. Compiled by Harold 
and Dorothy Ewing. The Upper Room, Nash- 
ville 5, Tenn. 128 pp., 75¢. $6.00 per 
dozen. This is a valuable small book for 
young people—sure to be appreciated as 
a helpful gift. 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION. By Thom- 
as S. Kepler. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
232 pp., $4.50. A brief and helpful com- 
mentary on a difficult book of the New Testa- 
ment. Based on the RSV. This is done by 
an Oberlin College professor of New Testa- 
ment. 


THE GOSPEL FROM THE MOUNT. By 
John Wick Bowman and Roland Tapp. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 189 pp., $3.75. 
By a noted professcr of San Francisco Sem- 
inary and his research colleague. Dr. Bow- 
man argues that the Sermon on the Mount is 
gospel, showing the nature of the Kingdom 
and how to be a citizen in it. 

THE PRESENCE OF ETERNITY. By Ru- 
dolf Bultmann. Harper & Bros., New York. 
171 pp., $3.00. These are the famous Gif- 
ford Lectures by the famcus German scholar 
Bultmann. The meaning of history, he says, 
must be understood by each man for him- 
self in a personal encounter with Christ and 
the gospel he proclaimed. 

THE WAY TO BIBLICAL PREACHING. By 
Donald G. Miller, Abingdon, Nashville, Tenn. 
160 pp., $2.50. Following his earlier book, 
Fire in Thy Mouth, this bock is exactly what 
its title says. 


IN THE BEGINNING GOD. The Meaning 
of Genesis 1-11. By William M. Logan. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 90 pp., 
$2.25. Getting behind some of the tradi- 
tional and often mistaken ideas of the early 
chapters of Genesis, the pastor of the Uni- 
versity Church, Austin, Texas, seeks to give 
some of the deeper and truer meanings. 

THE THUNDERING SCOT. Portrait of 
John Knox. By Geddes Macgregor. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 240 pp., $3.95. 
All Presbyterians ought to know all about 
this great man. 

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE. By William Bar- 
clay. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 314 
pp., $2.50. This is another one in the fine 
series called ‘“The Daily Study Bible.’ Bar- 
clay has a great way of being clear, helpful 
and inspiring. 

100 DEVOTIONS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
By William L. Woodall. Association Press, 
New York. 122 pp., $2.00. These story- 
meditations about growing faith are written 
by the pastor of the North Birmingham 
(USA) Presbyterian Church. 

THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON AN- 
NUAL. Charles M. Laymon, editor. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. 448 pp., $2.95. 
With the lesson analysis by Roy L. Smith and 
the support of other noted writers and stu- 
dents, this is certainly one of the most help- 
ful aids in studying the Uniferm Sunday 
school lesson that is to be found today. 

THAT REVOLUTIONARY CHRIST. By 
Allan Knight Chalmers. Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York. 152 pp., $2.95. By the 
professor of Preaching and Applied Chris- 
tianity at Boston University, this book is 
concerned with the practical application of 
religion to problems of life today. 

A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM OF 
CHURCH MUSIC. By Federal Lee Whittle- 
sey. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 215 
pp., $3.95. This book by one of the best 
men in his field certainly ought to be avail- 
able to the leader of music in every church. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


Resources for Sermon Preparation. David 
A. MacLennan. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $3.75. 

Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible. New edi- 
tion. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut. John C. Win- 
ston Co., Philadelphia. No price listed. 

All the Plants of the Bible. Winifred 
Walker. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4.95. 

Prison Is My Parish. George Burnham. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.95. 

The Coming World Civilization, William 
Ernest Hocking. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$3.75. 

The Apocrypha. Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. Thomas Nelson & Sons, N. Y. $2.50. 

How to Be Accepted by the College of 
Your Choice. Benjamin Fine. Channel 
Press, Great Neck, N. Y. $1.95, paper. $3.95, 
cloth. 

The Kingdom of God and the Son of Man. 
Rudolf Otto. Starr King Press, Boston. 
$6.50. 

They Need no Candle. N. Brysson Mor- 
rison. John Knox Press, Richmond, $1, 
paper. 

To Live Again. Catherine Marshall. Mc- 
Graw-Hill Book Co., Ine., N. Y. $3.95. 

The Family Christmas Book. Edited by 
Dorothy Wilson. Prentice-Hall, Inc., En- 
glewood Cliffs, N. J. $2.95. 

Themes to Ponder. John C. Bentz van 
den Berg. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.95. 

The Teaching Methods of the Master. 
Claude C. Jones. Bethany Press, St. Louis. 
$2.50. 

Putting God First. Harry R. R. Neat. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, N. Y. $2.50. 

The Way to Biblical Preaching. Donald 
G. Miller. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $2.50. 
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story of how men worship the world over. 
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the Christmas star. 


_— My Son. Joseph tells in powerful 
words what it meant to be chosen to 
rear the young Jesus. 


__ The Man Who Owned the 
Stable. What happened to a man after 
Christ was born in his stable. 


__A Star Is Born. The innkeeper’s 
daughter gains courage to face death 
because she saw a star and a Babe. 


__ The Empty Cup. Life is empty 
for a young Hebrew couple until they 
meet the child Jesus. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Samuel B. McCammon, Jr., Richmond, 
Va., will become pastor of the new Green 
Acres church in Portsmouth, Va., Feb. 1. 

David T. Lowman, Jr., from Eleanor, 
W. Va., to the Sattes church, 1400 Sattes 
Circle, Nitro, W. Va. 

George R. McMaster, from Monticello, 
Ga., to 309 Hermitage Rd., Greenville, 
S. C. 

Dorsey D. Ellis, First church, Louis- 
ville, Ky., has been called to the Rock 
Lake church, South Charleston, W. Va. 

Robert F. Paxton, Jr., formerly of Mil- 
ton, W. Va., now serves the South Park 
church, Charleston, W. Va. 

Daniel D. Sulc, Williamson, W. Va., will 
become pastor of the Bethany church, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., Feb. 1. 

Walter R. Harbison, formerly of Sutton 
W. Va., is now to undertake a home mis- 
sion project for Knoxville Presbytery. 

Robert H. Crumby, associate pastor of 
First church, Florence, Ala., will become 
the pastor of the newly organized West- 
minster church in Florence. 

L. B. Colquitt, Jr., from Albany, Ga., 
to 3514 34th St., N. W., Washington, D. C., 
effective Jan. 1, when he will become ex- 
ecutive secretary of Potomac Presbytery. 

Murray E. Love, Montgomery, Ala., is 
to become pastor of the Olney church, 
Gastonia, N. C. 

Presbyterian, USA 

L. Dean Hay, from Rich Hill, Mo., to 
4611 Prescott, Lincoln, Nebr. 

Robert E. Kribbs, from Atlanta, 
to the First church, Box 672, 
Ala. 

Robert A. Barnett, from Arlington, Va., 
to Idylwood Rd., Rt. 1, Falls Church, Va. 

Theodore H. Smith, Jr., from Baltimore, 
Md., to 20 Fourth St., Frenchtown, N. J. 

James E. Powl, Woodbine, Pa., is to 
become pastor of the Grant Street church, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

John Pitts, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., is to 
become pastor of a church in Nassau, in 
the Bahama Islands. 

Frederick S. Price, Jr., Lancaster, Pa., 
has been called to the Athens, Pa., and 
the Ulster churches. 

Joseph L. Weisley, Kingston, Pa., 
where he has been pastor of the Forty 
Fort church for 51 years, has announced 
his intention to retire on Dec. 31. He has 
been stated clerk of Lackawanna Presby- 
tery for 35 years. He plans to live in 
Allentown, Pa. 

Gavin S. Reilly, St. Louis, Mo., is to 
become pastor of the Butler, Mo., church. 

Hans Kochheim, Falls City, Nebr., is 
to be pastor of the Slater, Mo., church. 
DEATHS 

Benjamin J. Bush, 72, lately of Bowling 
Green, Ky., died Nov. 25 in a Vincennes, 








Ga., 
Athens, 


Ind., hospital after becoming ill from a 
heart attack on a train. He was widely 
known in Presbyterianism and beyond. 
For some time he was on the staff of the 
World Council of Churches. 

Paul Erdman, 84, died Nov. 23 in Rich- 
mond, Va. He retired in 1943 after serv- 
ing for many years of service as a mission- 
ary in Beirut, Lebanon, where he was 
managing editor of the American Press. 


EXCHANGE 

Brewer L. Burnett, of the Green Ridge 
church, Scranton, Pa., has been invited 
by the National Council of Churches to 
serve as an exchange preacher in Britain 
next summer. 


GEORGIA COUNCIL 

Herman L. Turner, of the Covenant 
(USA) church, Atlanta, Ga., is the new 
president of the Georgia Council of 
Churches for 1958. 


ATS 

Sara Little, who has been taking grad- 
uate work at Yale University, is return- 
ing to her duties on the faculty of the As- 
sembly’s Training School, 3400 Brook 
Rd., Richmond 27, Va. 


MISSIONARIES’ ADDRESSES 
Cc. J. McClendon, Hidalgo 21, Chilpan- 
cingo, Guerrero, Mexico. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

From Central Brazil: The Robert F. 
Hermansons, Room 420, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10. 

From the Philippines: The Omar R. 
Buchwalters, 664 W. Walnut St., Lan- 
caster, Pa.; the David P. Martins, 25 
Kreider St., Lancaster, Pa. 

From Thailand: Miss Anita Irwin, 
7745 S. E. 20th St., Portland 2, Oreg. 


BOOKS PUBLISHED 

William M. Logan, Austin Texas—IN 
THE BEGINNING, Gop, John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. 

Charles W. Forman, Yale Divinity 
School—A FaIrH FoR THE NaT1IoNs—West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 

John Wick Bowman, San Anselmo, 
Calif., and Roland W. Tapp, Menlo Park, 
Calif.—THE GosPEL FROM THE Mount, 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 

Donald G. Miller, Richmond, Va.—THE 
Way TO BIBLICAL PREACHING, Abingdon 
Press, Nashville, Tenn. 

Shelby T. McCloy, University of Ken- 
tucky—THE HUMANITARIAN MOVEMENT IN 
18TH CENTURY FRANCE, University of Ken- 
tucky Press. 

William L. Woodall, Birmingham, Ala. 
—100 Devorions ror Boys AND GIRLS, As- 
sociation Press, New York. 
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